
ICAN UK Partners 
c/o Ben Donaldson  

donaldson@una.org.uk  

To:  Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP, UK Prime Minister 

10 Downing St 

London SW1A 2AA 

Cc:  Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP, Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Affairs 

Cc: Rt Hon Ben Wallace MP, Secretary of State for Defence 

 

22 January 2021 

 

Entry into force of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons becomes binding international law today, following 

the ratification of the 50th state on 24 October 2020. 

On behalf of UK-based partner organisations of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 

(ICAN, the 2017 Nobel Peace Laureate), we welcome this important multilateral Treaty which will not 

only ban the production, testing, deployment, possession and use of nuclear weapons, but also prohibit 

those bound by it from assisting others in these illegal endeavours. 

While we are disappointed that UK diplomats decided not to attend the negotiations that led to the 

Treaty, we note that the Treaty has the overwhelming endorsement of the UN General Assembly, where 

over two thirds of countries support it.  We further note that the United Nations Secretary-General 

views the Treaty as an “important element of the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime”. 

Irrespective of the UK’s current position, the Treaty’s impact will be increasingly felt here in Britain.  

The Scottish Government publicly supports it and seeks to rid Scotland of Trident and end the 

dangerous transportation of warheads between Faslane, Coulport, and Berkshire's bomb factories, 

Aldermaston and Burghfield.  

Major international banks and financial institutions are divesting from nuclear weapons production, 

informed by ICAN's "Don't Bank on the Bomb" campaign. 

Cities across Britain, including Manchester, Edinburgh, Oxford, Brighton and Hove, Norwich and Leeds, 

have signed up to support the Treaty’s implementation.  Many more Councils will follow.   

Nuclear weapons are dangerous security risks, not assets.  They are useless for tackling today's major 

threats like the COVID-19, climate and ecological emergencies.  Whether intentional or accidental, 

nuclear weapons use would have catastrophic global humanitarian consequences - the UK therefore has 

a responsibility to work with the global community on this issue. 

We urge the government to engage constructively with this Treaty, which will help create a more 

favourable environment for the Non-Proliferation Treaty review conference, rescheduled for 2021 due 

to Covid.   
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Until such time that Britain joins the Treaty, we call on the UK to participate in meetings of states 

parties as an observer and contribute to discussions including those on disarmament verification, 

environmental remediation and victim assistance. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Philip Austin, Northern Friends Peace Board 

(Quakers) 

Councillor David Blackburn, Nuclear Free Local 

Authorities 

Sue Claydon, Anglican Pacifist Fellowship 

John Cooper, Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Tim Devereux, Movement for the Abolition of 

War 

Ben Donaldson, United Nations Association - UK  

Dr Gari Donn, United Nations Association - 

Scotland 

Janet Fenton, United Nations House Scotland 

Dr Kate Hudson, Campaign for Nuclear 

Disarmament 

Prof Lynn Jamieson, Scottish CND 

Dr Rebecca E. Johnson, Acronym Institute for 

Disarmament Diplomacy 

Brian Jones, CND Cymru 

Bruce Kent, Pax Christi 

Gina Langton, 80,000 Voices 

Brian Larkin, Peace and Justice Centre 

Fiona MacGregor, Hastings Against War 

Professor Alan Maryon-Davis FFPH FRCP, Chair 

of Medact  

David Maxwell, Christian CND 

Elizabeth Minor, Article 36 

Dr Lesley Morrison, MEDACT (Scotland) 

Marian Pallister, Pax Christi Scotland 

Dr Stuart Parkinson, Scientists for Global 

Responsibility 

Oliver Robertson, Head of Witness and 

Worship, Quaker Peace and Social Witness 

John Sauven, Greenpeace UK 

Paula Shaw, WILPF UK 

Jane Tallents, XR Peace 

Dave Webb, Yorkshire CND 

Angie Zelter, Trident Ploughshares 


